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of Chanda Sahib made Gingens resolve to abandon "the
streights," as he was afraid that the enemy might post
Ms cavalry between that place and Trichinopoly. He mov-
ed out the same night and, after a quick inarch for eighteen
hours,encamped close to the northern bank of the Colerooii,
occuyping the fortified pagoda of Bikshandar Koil. G-in-
gens then crossed the river, followed by the French and
Ohanda Sahib and took possession of the'Srirangam Island
and its Great Pagoda. Even here the English did not
feel themselves secure; they crossed the Kaveri and took
refuge under the walls of Triehinopoly (July 28th). The
French also rapidly pushed on after thorn; and they and
Chanda Sahib took possession of Srirangam, crossed the
Kaveri and encamped on the plain to the east of Trirhino-
poly in the neighbourhood of what is now known as the
French Hock, about a mile to the south-east of the Fort.32
On Chanda Sahib's side, the French officers stubbornly re-
fused to cross the Goleroon after the engagements of Vol-
condah and Uttatur; and they lagged behind the sepoys
of Shaikh Hasan who bore the brunt of the fighting in
these places and in the capture of the island. Presum-
ably Chanda Sahib crossed the Coleroon alone and occu-
pied Srirangam as soon as the English had quitted it.
Cope and his men got on only equally badly with Muham-
mad Ali.
Muhammad Ali himself sent a letter to Dupleix which
was received on August 8, in which he pretended that he
was ready to leave Trichinopoly under a safe conduct,
according to the terms of Salabat Jang's cowle and willing
to visit Pondicherry and discuss the whole situation. The
32.          The enemy seemed to have got possession of Koiladi about the middle
of August (O S.), according to Orme. Ananda Ranga Pillai writes in his
entry for September 14, that he heard from a letter of Gharida Sahib to
Pondicherry that he intended to cross the Coleroon and occupy Srirangam.
Apparently he first crossed the Colerooon alone without the French and
possibly withdrew when the latter refused to follow him (Diary, Vol. VTIL
Note on p .29). Banga Pillai heard, on September 17, that he was about
to cross the Coleroon into Srirangam. According to the Twaak-i-Walafalii,
1' Ghanda Sahib brokte the pot of his honour" at the Maidan of the NawaVs
Tank, adjoining Uttatur and then stayed at Samayavaram for 2 months
and 21 days engaging himself in taking possession of the coxintry. Ah-
sanuM-din then marched with a French army, according to the instructions
of his master, Chanda Sahib, and brought under his control the templea of
Srirangam and Jamghir (Jambukeswaram) and "the vapour of his breath
caused by the teat of his exertions to subdue the tract of land from the
Cauvery npto the back of the hill of Dhobykcmda (French Book) went w
Jaraathefiky."